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FROM THE SATSANGS OF SAI

True meaning of prayer

Time and again, we have judged others, others have judged us based on the
prayer factor. “She is so amazing, she prays so much” or “He is so awful, he
does not even take the name of God”. All statements we can hear so easily, say
so easily, without even realizing that we are making the biggest error, today, of
making prayer a measuring tool for good or bad. Furthermore, it gets worse
when people project themselves as ‘prayerful’ people, only to be accepted so-
cially or to pray for a selfish desired goal to achieve.

Mantras were taught for the betterment of people, but unfortunately, today, they
are used for achievement of health, wealth and everything else. The actual es-
sence of what the Gita or the Vedas were trying to teach us got lost in the wild
maze of desires. We all make it a ritual that we must sit to pray for the desires
of the day or we all must feed some hungry person out there so that the Gods
are pleased and abundance will fall in our laps.

Service to others is a very good way to transform each one of us into a better
person, as with service, the compassionate self within us takes birth. That is
what prayer is. Pray to tap your own good qualities and to source your inner
strengths to achieve things, and pass it on to others so that they can achieve
too. As the Gita suggests, the highest prayer is to oneself. Just correcting our
wrongs, establishing the good through our own conduct and spreading it to oth-
ers. There’s no point in reciting mantras or slokas the whole day when every
action that follows is nowhere near goodness, or kindness.

So starting this Thursday, what one needs to do is find one’s own self and help
others find themselves, and the world will change into a better place. This can
be done only with the guidance of Sai, who always says that prayer is devotion
and should be with a purpose. So one must have desires, in fact, but one must
use the mind to achieve them and use prayers and mantras to focus the mind.
‘Hands that help are holier than |
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SAI 0S NEWS FRO

1889-1900: Nanasaheb Chandorkar visited Shirdi with his sister-in-law's husband,
Shri. Biniwale. Baba scolded Nanasaheb for dissauding Biniwale, a devotee of Shri
Dattatmya from visiting Dattatreya temple on the bank of Godavari river to avoid
delay in reaching Shirdi.

1900 - 1902: Baba explained Geeta to Nanasaheb Chandorkar ( with great details
like a Pandit) which helped Nanasaheb realize wonderful life teachings.

NAVAVIDHA BHAKTI

(Source: Sai Leela Magazine Julyig 2004)
Fourth Step — Charan Sevan Bhakti

1 Pressing His feet is like bathing at the confluence of the three rivers (Ganga, Ya-
muna and Saraswati). And, partaking of the water washings of His feet uproots
all desires.

The devotees of the Guru experience, on resorting to his feet with full faith, that

not only Guru but Parabrahma is moved. Such is the marvel of Guru puja !

The one who surrenders body-speech-mind-wealth at Sai’s feet, such a devotee is
unattached, deeply loved by Sai.

Hemad surrenders willfully at the feet of Sai, and has spoken incoherently what-
the home is a ever has come to his mind. Let the devoted and innocent ones listen to that prat-
tling which comes to life because of Sai’s grace. 1117511 For any slackness in the
service or any attempt to be smart will certainly lead the disciple into trouble.
One should have full faith at the Guru’s feet.

When a person takes refuge at the feet of the Sadguru, he gets the merit of bow-

ing to the Trinity of Brahma, Vishnu and Mahesh - as if in reality, he has bowed

to Parabrahma and supreme heavenly bliss manifests.

Taking clean water in his hands, he washed Baba’s lotus feet and did puja in the

traditional way. Then he offered bananas and coconut.

While Baba was thus talking. I was massaging Baba’s feet. | was surprised in-

wardly and was provoked to think.

He said : “These feet are ancient. Your worries are over now. Have full faith in

Me. You will be fulfilled soon.” 1114711 Sapatnekar was pressing Baba’s feet

when he heard these sweet words. He was choked with emotion and his eyes

filled with tears. He prostrated at Baba’s feet.

‘I am your humblest servant. I have always regarded Your feet as my only sol-

ace.” Utter these words. Gather courage and have faith in Him. 1114211 Then you

should see His miracle. The ocean of mercy, in the form of the Guru, will be
moved and will take you in His bed, swaying you lightly on the waves of kind-

"
Late Shid nonasaheb Chandorkar

For one who is

hermitage.

Baba....
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ness. 1114311 He will keep His hand of re-assurance on your head; will ward off bad omens; burn up heaps of all
sins and annoint the forehead with udi.

Sairam To be continuedeé

SHI RDI RNONI BABAOS SE

(Four Chapters on Shirdi Sai Baba by Dasganu Maharaj)
The four Chapters are Chapter 31, 32 and 33 from Shri Bhakta Leelamrut and Chapter 57 from Shri Sant Kathamrut.

Chapter - 33
Knowledge of the Soul (Self Realization) is the supreme amongst all the sciences. It is like the Mount Meru

amongst the mountains. When one masters this knowledge, absolution walks to him and the Lord Hari becomes his
slave. Though the steps for climbing the ladder of this knowledge are difficult. I will tell a simple way for you. Ma-
ruti Kaka, Haripant, Beray and other devotees, too, should follow with you to achieve absolution. You must act ac-
cording to my advice which I gave you and Nimonkar in the past. Everybody should surrender to the Lord and no
one else. Have Siddha Darshan regularly with good faith. Due to this merit you will be fully conscious at the time
of your death. At that time, with full concentration, think about the Lord only. Think of your own Deity and medi-
tate on Him. When your life ends in this meditation, you will get absolution (Samipata Mukti). As Bannu from
Bodhegaon has recently achieved absolution, Adkar and Venu will also achieve it by self realization.'

So saying Baba placed his hand over Chandorkar's head. I pray to Sai Maharaj. Chandorkar folded his hands and
bent down at Baba's feet politely and said. "Oh Lord of the Universe. Oh Merciful. Oh my father and mother, you
are my sail boat to cross the ocean of obstruction to absolution. You have taken us to the other side of this ocean by
giving the Divine Knowledge to us - the ignorant ones. Please shower your grace upon us. Baba assured them, "You
are all my devotees. You need not worry-. I always remember you.

The Lord will give you a pleasant abode. He will fullfil all your desires very fondly. Remember, these are My
Words.'

Oh Seeta Bedre. know the greatness of Baba. Come along for Baba's darshan. We shall bow down at his feet.
Though we are not worthy, even, of his devotee's torn shoes, Baba, the Mother of the orphans (spiritually) will save
us. Baba's devotees.

Chandorkar, Haripant and others have gathered today. Baba has arranged a feast for them.

Knowledge, devotion and desirelessness are the dishes he has offered them and he is asking them to have as much
as they want. Baba tells his devotees to take whatever they can digest. Let us stand at his door like dogs. Oh, Seeta
Bedre! He will throw us a piece. That piece will be sufficient to satisfy ourselves. Rush there Oh Sita! We may not
get such a golden opportunity again. Oh readers, you will get the credit of performing one hundred Ashwamedh
Yajnas by simply reading this chapter only once.

These three chapters on Sai are like the confluence of the Ganga, Yamuna and the Saraswati in prayag. Take a dip
into it says Ganu.

This Shri.Bhakta Leelamrut is narrated truthfully as per my intellegence. Let this save the devotees.This is Das
Ganu’s prayer.
I n next issue we wil/l start AChapter 57 from Sh
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THE DREAMS TRAIN

(Dreams Of Saibanisa after Undergoing Bypass Surgery e 1996)
Compiled by Saibandhu Raghu Raman Satulury

10-11-1996:

I went to sleep with thoughts reeling in my mind about Gopala Narayana Am-
badekar’s attempt to commit suicide and Baba’s advice thereafter from Sai
Satcharita. Sai had shown innocent people punished for crimes into which they
are not involved. Sai has also shown people committing suicide unable to face
hardships in life and the circumstances arising thereafter in their families. Finally
concluded that suicide is not the solution to the problems.

God's given |Iife should be | ived ful

DEVOTEES CORNER
everything and DEVOTEES EXPERIENCE

beyond. I fill all I am here to share my experience with Sai Baba,also to tell you have one of best
and informative website.

spac

I am very happy to inform you that, I am an ardent devotee of Shree Sai Baba
~~Baba since 2007. Most of my family members are His devotees. My late father was
also an ardent devotee of Shree Sai Baba.

I am an Indian from Bangalore and currently in Florida and a working health
care professional. I am married with a wife and has 8 years old daughter. I would

Sai Bhakti like to share my experience of Baba' with you.

__&adio It was during Feb 2007 I was diagnosed to have rare right epididymal tumor with
a questionable infiltration. I was diagnosed to have a palpable tumor approxi-
listen to non-stop mately 1.8x2.0 cms as per ultrqsound and CT scan. [ underwent lots of treatment
bhajans at: to rule out possibility of infectious source. Later, I was asked to under go ex-
e e bl Erezri oy T plorative surgery at Mayo clinic at Jacksonville, Florida without further delay.
Mayo is one of world's best hospital in oncology cases. I was very much dis-
- - -~ - | turbed with my medical condition and was very apprehensive about the after-
World of Sai maths of surgery. I left US for Bangalore immediately and consulted about 4 dif-
Now vou can view ferent urologists in Bangalore. All of them asked me to undergo surgery without
this eNewsLetter delay. You could imagine my state of mind at that time, The surgery would
from iPhone at change my entire life, compromise my job back in the US which was fetching
http://worldofsai.com. me approximately $200,000 a year and most of all my marital life. I was very
depressed. At this point of time, my eldest sister who is an ardent devote of
Shree Sai Baba asked me to read Sai Baba's book-Sai charithra(Sapthaha)with in

Please tune in and

THE GLORY OF SHIRDI SAI
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a week's time, you will be surprised to know that size of the tumor started to shrink from the 3rd day of
reading the book and totally gone by the end of a week. Doctors were amazed to realize that there was no
palpable tumor during my visit after 10 days. Could you imagine what it meant in my life!

Honestly, I did not know much about Shree Sai Baba before this incidence happened. I visited Shree Sai
temple at Shirdi in the month of April 2007. That was my first visit to Baba's temple. Let me tell you
strange thing happened at Baba's temple on the day I visited temple. It was around 3.30 in the morning,
when [ had Baba' Darshan for the first time in my life. All of a sudden when I looked at him, I closed my
eyes and I saw a huge bright silver idol of lord Vishnu(Narayan) with a voilet coloured shalya and in
front of him was a huge idol of silver cow with a voilet coloured thread around its neck. Next thing I no-
ticed was I had tears coming out of my eyes. Even today it amazes me I had never come across such as
stange experience in my life. I tried to ask my sister about the significance of the strange picture swept
over me during darshan. She told that was Lord Vishnu with Kamadenu.

Since then, I visit Shree Sai temple frequently in a place called Inverness in Florida.
I feel, I am blessed to have Sai's grace.
Thanks and regards

Sreenivas (sreenivasak@yahoo.com )
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SaidarbarUSA conducts bi-weekly satsang in Greater Philadelphia area. For more information
please visit http://www.saidarbarusa.org/.

Sai Temple, Downingtown, PA. Please visit upcoming temple site and volunteer.
For more information please visit http://www.saitemplepa.com/. Temple is open on Thursdays and Sun-
days after 2:00 pm.

With blessings of Sadguru Shri Sainath, a group of devout families have initiated the efforts to open a Sai Temple
in the city of Downingtown, PA. The temple sits on 21 acre land owned by non-profit organization called “Sai
Temple, Inc.”. The temple site is planned to be developed in two phases:

Phase I: Phase I work involves remodelling the existing residential structure at the site, and building the 1,600 sq.
ft. of temple building. This building shall be accompanied with a driveway, parking areas, play area for kids and a
garden.

Status: The temple building is complete. The temple currently has Baba’s life size image and images of Ganeshji
and Durga Ma. The official marble statues of Shirdi Sai Babaji, Ganeshji, Shiv Parivar, Shri Ram Darbar, Radha-
Krishna, Sheravali Mataji and Hanumanji have arrived from India. We have submitted the driveway and parking
lot design plans to Clan Township for review and approval. Immediately after the plan approval, we will com-
mence the construction of Parking Lot and Driveway. Please contact Mr. Raj Singh at 610-656-1396 or Sai Tem-
ple at 610-269-1112 for more details about the temple activities. For more info please visit http://
www.saitemplepa.com/. Sai Temple is owned by local devotees of Downingtown and neighboring areas.
We cordially invite everyone to be an active part of your own “Sai Temple”.
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Olf one
devotes his/her
entire to me
and rest in me,
need fear
nothing for

body and
~ Baba

ARTICLES FREB DEVOTE

BABA'S MIRACLE - 5 Divine Miracles of Shirdi SafA record of thrilling experiences of (Late
DR.P.S.Ramasamin ardent devotee of Shirdi Sai)

" When truth is stranger than fiction"- The Upanishads Conti nued fr o

Be that as it may, I offered him a seat and ran inside with the glad tidings of Baba's visit
and His gracious condescension to have food at our humble adobe. I beseeched my wife to
round off the cooking forthwith and start serving the food, since 'Athithi's, especially holy
ones, should not be made to wait unduly (Athidhi Devo Bhavajnd, all the more so, be-
cause it was BABA HIMSELF How can one describe the signal good fortune so divinely
bestowed upon my wife, Kamala, of personally serving food cooked by her to the Master
of all CREATION (as described my Meherbaba) except to say that it is the cumulative ful-
filment of all the good deeds of all her previous ‘jJanmasat ONE STROKE! The whole
beauty of it lay in the fact that she did not as a matter of course, characteristic of a 'gruha
dharmini’ fulfilling her obligation and to at this day not at all conscious of that greatest
good furtune that can ever accrue to her. That is, indeed, as it be for "there is no vanity so
damaging to one's character as pride over one's good deeds". 'SUCH are the chosen of God,
the humble and the good at heart who it is that "inherit the kingdom of Heaven".

As Baba was graciously taking the meal, I put Him the stupidest of questions! I had the
foolish temerity to ask Him where exactly at Vizianagaram (he was staying) This episode
took place at Vizianagaram in Visakhapatnam dist. In March, 1944) imagine asking Him
who had repeatedly given proof of His EXISTENCE at different places to different persons
at one and the same time both during His incarnate stay at Shirdi as well as after His Ma-
haa Samdhigither in a clearly recognisable manner of incognito, to be recognised, later
on, both subjectively as well as by cumulative evidence, as none other than Baba Himself.
How puerile and vain can man be that, not withstanding the show and pomp, penance and
ostensible devotion with which he invokes the Lord, when He does appear, he fails to rec-
ognise Him! Even tapasvins were occasionally not exempt from such an woeful lapse.

The all-knowing Baba, speaking at my level, gave me an apt and satisfying reply. He said
that he was staying at the Sri Subrahmanya Temple near the railway station, which, as will
be seen presently, was true in a literal sense as also applicable universally according to His
own proven assertion to many a devotee in respect of His identity with any idol or image or
worship. I, of course, took His words literally and said, "All right Baba, if so I will surely
go and see you". "Do come!", He confirmed and went back letting me accompany Him up
to the gate. Indeed it is a misnomer to say he went back, for, how and where can He, the
'Sarvantaryamee', ever go to come back again for that matter? However, such wisdom was
yet a long way from me.

THE GLORY OF SHIRDI SAI
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Here it should be noted that Baba and I were conversing in Telugu, my mother-tongue, which He spoke with ease
and in our dialect. I wonder why and how I had started talking thus. It seemed the natural thing to do. I now realise
the question does not arise at all. I am sure any one in my place would have naturally spoken in his own language
and Baba would have answered in it or vice versa. Mahalsapati (the earliest devotee of Baba at Shirdi) has vouched
that many a time in the night while all were asleep, Baba used to converse with some unseen agent(s) in some for-

eign tongue(s)

Soon, I must unblushingly admit, I lapsed into the humdrum routine of existence, and all thought of the incarnate
Baba receded to the back of my mind, though my daily worship went on as usual. About a month later, as I was
about to take my noon-meal, the thought of my defferred visit to Baba in the temple flashed across my mind. At
once, grabbing the hand of my convalescing son, I rushed out like one possessed and trotted along to reach the tem-
ple, about a mile away. I had often passed by it and noted it to be a transit camp for the Sadhus to and fro on their
pilgrimage. Reaching the portal sweating and panting, I accosted the first person I saw and enquired about Baba's
stay there, describing His person and dress in exact detail. To my great disappointment, he curtly replied there was
none answering to that description, implying a muslim ascetic. I begged him to recollect and tell me or refer me to
others whose sojourn might be longer than a month, insisting that the SADHU I was after had come and received
biksha at our house and had averred that this was His abode at Vizianagaram. This rather annoyed him but, seeing
my crest-fallen countenance, he softened a bit and assured me that none like the ONE I described had ever stayed at
the temple since over a month during which period he himself had been staying there. That was it. It was enough to
deflate me completely. I was on the verge of tears.

In this repentant and chastened mood, I decided that we might as well go in and worship Lord Subrahmanya and
seek His blessings, for, I had learnt to see Baba in all deities (and vice-versa). As we went round and turned the cor-
ner to reach the front again, I came across an improvised minor sanctum common in temple premises. I casually
looked inside. I was overwhelmed to behold a life-size portrait of Baba in exactly the same pose as He designed to
visit our abode on two consecutive days first as 'Mrutyunjaya' and the next day as Divine 'Athithi'! In a flash, I un-
derstood what the 'Dayaa Sindu' had meant, both literally and in a metaphorical sense, when He told me that I could
find Him here, as, indeed, anywhere one wants and needs, if only with all one's heart and will. Now, the flood gate
burst open and I poured out my heart to him. Tears of joy welled up in my eyes flowing as if in an unending stream,
and my heart melted away into secret raptures. I then remembered having heard some year ago while at Waltair that
one Sri C. Rangaiah Naidu, under the inspiration of Sri D. Durgaiah Naidu, a pioneer devotee of Baba and well
known to the Shirdi Sansthan, had installed a portrait of Baba for worship at Vizianagaram, This was it.

My heart leapt as I felt reassured that Baba was, as He continues to be with me and I was not bereft of His Grace,
that He is enshrined in every image and portrait of His, ready to manifest Him self at a split second's notice, or none
at all, even as "the gentle rain from heaven upon the place beneath". It can be as His re-incarnation, or incognito as a
person or an animal, or in a vision, or as subjective (or call if sub-conscious, superconscious or subliminal) realisa-
tion of His being ' BHAKTHA PARAADINA" ever alert to fulfil Himself according to His charter to give His chil-
dren whatever they want so that they will being to want what He wants to give them, blessed is he who thus quali-
fies.

"Such man is free from servile bands of hope to rise or fear to fall, Lord of Himself though not of lands And having
nothing, yet hath all."
- Sir Henry Wotton (A Happy Life)
Glory be to Shri Shirdi Sai Baba - Grace be to all



Learn and
Participate

Story for this Week

What Do We Learn From Our Body?

God has given us a wonderful body. It serves us very well. At the same time, the
different limbs of the body convey a message of God to us.

The Legs always walk forward and never backwards. So too God tells us always to
improve and not to become worse.

The tongue is soft and pliable. Therefore it is able to do the double job of eating
and talking. God thus exhorts us to be soft and pliable in our nature so that we ci
do double the work that others do.

The fist is made in such a way that it opens and shuts. The Lord tells us that ou!
life should consist of both giving and taking. Giving alone is bad, so too spendi.
alone.

God gave us two eyes and two ears but only one mouth. Thereby, He tells us to|88e
and hear plenty but talk little.

God has put the heaviest part of our body namely on the head, on the should
and makes us carry it throughout life. He wants us not to bear the burden of it
the headlight to illumine the life.

God has put one frail tongue in the middle of thirty two sharp teeth. Yet th
tongue is not afraid. It puts faith in the teeth and gets along with them smoothl
So too God expects us to put faith in our fellow being and get along with them in
friendly way.

*kkkk

Jai Sai Ram




Contri buti on

EGO IS WRONG
Ego is wrong
We should take it out of our lives
It is very hard
But even though i1itds hard try your best
Try not to possess it

WAYS TO PRAY
Meditation- Sit and just think about God
AbishekamPour mil k on an idol of God, and <ch
Sing- Sing a bhajan/kirthan that thanks God
Yoga Exercises to calm the mind

SAI 6S GREATNESS
Sai is very strong
He is most superior
He controls all happenings on earth
SaiWILL support you
And love youNO MATTER WHAT
But you have to act like you deserve it

- Shravan VijayaBhaskaran, 10 yrs old

) QDD
N Importance of Satsang

Question for you__... . . .
Satsang is place where we are taught how to discipline our lives and |

How important is Satsang _about True p_ath of Ii_fe. We come t_here to pray to God and seek His bl
for you ? ings by singing bhajans and praising Him. During Satsang, the mant
that we chant pacifies our minds and keep us focused on the Lord.
the prayers are finished, we are free of worries and are happy.

share your thoughts with

your other friends .
Satsang is also a place where we can meet new people and learn abo

Senditto Hindu culture. It is also a great opportunity for young children like us t
editor@saidarbarusa.org start learning about Hinduism and the Gods that we believe in.

With a subject line: Children ) ) .

Section Satsang is a great place to be for a peaceful mind and to praise the Lord

Priya @Wallingford, PA
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SPIRITUAL GEAS CIRAROAPTER 3¢

Contributed by: swamy@saimail.com

Baba's Knowledge of Sanskrit

His Interpretation of a Verse from Gita - Construction of the Samadhi Mandir.
This chapter (39) deals with Baba's interpretation of a verse from the Bhagawad-
Gita. As some people believed that Baba knew not Sanskrit, and the interpretation
was Nanasaheb Chandorkar's, Hemadpant wrote another chapter (50) refuting that
objection. As the chapter No.50 deals with the same subject-matter, it is incorpo-
rated in this chapter.

Sai Ram. It is indeed strange that they accept Baba's miraculous powers, listen to
His discourses on Vedanta etc., in fact praise Him as Satchidananda, ParaBrahma
etc., and then doubt whether Sai knew Sanskrit or not! Sai Ram.

-Whoever Preliminary

puts his feet on ) o ) ) o )
Blessed is Shirdi and blessed is Dwarkamayi where Sai lived and moved until He
SHIGIREIGIERN took Mahasamadhi. Blessed are the people of Shirdi whom He obliged and for
whom He came such long distance. Shirdi was a small village first, but it attained

SUEULIERN orcat importance, on account of His contact and became a Tirtha, holy place of
pilgrimage. Equally blessed are the womenfolk of Shirdi, blessed is their whole
and undivided faith in Him. They sang the glories of Baba while bathing, grinding,
PR pounding corn and doing other house-hold work. Blessed is their love, for they
sang sweet songs which calm and pacify the minds of the singers and listeners.

would come to

Sai Ram. We are reminded of the Gopis of Brindavan, who had similar love for Sri
Krishna. It is said that they were learned sages (Munis, Maharshis etc.) and were
bewitched by the beauty of Lord Rama. He gave a boon that they would be born as
women in His next incarnation. They wanted to experience pure love and bliss and
took birth as unlearned Gopis. In Sri Satcharitra too, a devotee tells Baba that all
his intellectual learning did not give him peace of mind and yearned for Baba's
grace! Sri Ramanuja was a great scholar but enjoyed the divine bliss of God's
grace. Thus intellectual mind has to merge with the love of heart for bliss. Sai
Ram.

¢ Jai Sai Ram

Will be continued.....

THE GLORY OF SHIRDI SAI



Disclaimer:
The editor does not accept any responsibility for the views expressed in the articles published. This
e-magazine is intended for private circulation only. Information contained in this email is about Sri

Shirdi Sai Literature and Sanatana Dharma.

You have received this magazine because you are either subscribed to this directly or through one of

the email groups receiving "The Glory of Shirdi Sai".

To Subscribe: You or your interested friends and family members can subscribefor THE GLORY
OF SHIRDI SAI by sending an email with the subject line ‘ Subscto
members@saidarbarusa.org.

To Un-subscribe: If you are a direct membeand do not wish to receive this e-magazine in future,
please email to members@saidarbarusa.org with the subjectline* Unsubscri be’

Please send your feedback to feedback(@saidarbarusa.org

From the Editor’s Desk

OHands that help are holi &r than |lips tha

Any good thing that we can do, or any kindness that we can show
to a fellow -being is more important than we pray to God.

Sai devotees may continue to write about their Sai-related activities, essays, articles or poetry and
send to the email id editor@saidarbarusa.org. We shall put in our best efforts to include them in the
upcoming newsletter. Unless the author of the articles explicitly instructs not to publish his/her
email id, we will publish them as a matter of routine practice.

JAlI SAI RAM

Publisher and Editor: Badri Narasimhan
Editorial Team: Radhika Nistala, Kanchana Kumar, Sumathi VijayBhaskaran, Sneha Narasimhan

Email: editor@saidarbarusa.org
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BOW TO SHRI SAI ~ PEACE BE TO ALL
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